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RESULTS 

BABY ITS COLD  OUTSIDE!!!  
By Rob Mirlenbrink 

Race #1 of the New Offshore Double Series was definitely 
something to remember.  Many paddlers awoke to freezing 
temperatures and ice, even on the beach! Harry Mountain had 
to scrap ice off his canoe while Karen and I had blocks of ice 
fall out of the foot wells of our double.  This just does not 
happen in Florida! With the freezing temperatures, strong N 
winds and wind chills in the upper 20’s, many of the normal 
paddlers actually sat this race out.  However, Ed Francavilla 
and his brother-in-law Larry Melat actually came out just for 
the cold.  It seems they both have a bunch of cold weather gear 
they were just dying to try out.  
After the very brief pre-race meeting everyone hit the water 
and paddled to the race start just off Clearwater 
Pass.  Unfortunately, this required us to spend about 10-
minutes heading into the freezing cold wind.  The feeling of 
pins and needles greeted the hands and faces of all 
involved.  From the Pass, the course was a straight shot south, 
roughly 9.6 miles, to Redington Shores Park.   The winds were 
blowing about 20-knots from the N with a 2-3 foot ground 
swell from the NW.  This made for some great runs and fast 
times down the beach.  Most paddlers averaged over 8 mph 
throughout the race.  Courtland Reilly and Derick Bez (I know 
Derick in an OC-2???) actually hit over 14 mph on one run in 
their canoe.  Karen and I also had an incredible run that was 
over 15 mph and lasted close to 1-minute.  By the half-way 
point in the race, most of the final race positions were 
decided.  Harry took full advantage of the short wind chop that 
proved to be very advantageous for the single boats that did 
race.  Harry was first overall, roughly 1-minute ahead of the 
doubles.  Karen and I, in our M&M double, took first overall in 
the doubles.  Nearly avoiding a huli at the finish, we were able 
to hold off a charging Reilly and Bez team that were closing 
fast in the last stretch.  Likewise, the Raas and Raas team held 
on despite and finished just behind Derick and Courtland.  Last 
but not least, Ed and Larry,  brought up the rear, surfing an 
incredible wave into the finish!         
Overall it proved to be quite an exciting day.  We were all 
happy for the winds, but hope to never see these kinds of 
temperatures again!  It has actually been over 20-years since 
the coastal Tampa Bay area had seen such weather.  BUT, it’s 
going to be 75 today and I’m heading out now to hit the 
water…     

Mixed Rob & Karen 
Merlinbrink 

1:09:40 

Mens 
Ed  

Francavilla & 
Larry   

1:38:20 

Mens 

Cortland 
Reilly & 
Derick 

Bezuidenhout 

1:09:58 

Mens Lex & Jean 1:11:32 

SKI ----------   

  Jade DNF 

ESTERO RIVER RACE: con’t  
 
Quite a day!  Weather held, though it seemed the wind picked 
up...on the way out, in your face...on the way back, in your 
face...how does it do that?  Nice course, though the first word 
that we would not be going into the open water due to windy/
choppy conditions, was changed at the last minute and we were 
directed out there after all. Seakayaks and the like just loved it!  
Personally I found it quite daunting, and had I not had such a 
strong partner in Dick Kloss, I would have crumbled and 
turned back when we hit that extremely choppy water and 
wind.  By following Larry and Deborah, who by now had 
moved ahead of us, we managed to stay in the lee 
somewhat…..once we got past several hundred yards of 
extreme water the mild chop seemed almost smooth!  Folks 
like Brint Adams were in their glory...just their kind of water!  
A couple of “tips”...in fact we presented Larry and Deborah 
with dear Rodney….yes, they dumped out there on the way 
back….that should have given us an edge, but they recovered 
so well, and aided by us steering into the mangroves (wind and 
waves swept us sideways and Dick was clear but I struggled 
with several barnacle-laden mangrove roots and lost us some 
valuable time) they were only a few seconds behind us at the 
finish.  Peter Eichenberger dogged us most of the way back 
and then passed us towards the finish…...we should know by 
now we need to drop him a lot sooner….on the other hand were 
side by side with Larry and Deborah for a some length of 
time early on. Outstanding paddling by Wayne Gregory in his 
C-1—a “man overboard” at the start, he made a quick recovery, 
plowed through the bad water keeping the “open side up” and 
came in in fine form. Though he did assure us he knows how to 
swim! Rumor has it there were a couple of other “oopsies” 
though no one is talking! 
 
The picnic after the “show” was delicious as usual and there 
was plenty of it.  Several FCPA members went home with 
raffle items and big smiles on their faces.  All in all a very good 
day….at least in my book. 
 
Thanks to Paula of Estero River Outfitters and her able support 
group.  We do appreciate you holding the race each year. 

The Editor, G. Williams 
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USCA MEETING IN CHICAGO…..THIS IS WHAT YOU 
KEEP IN FLORIDA TO WEAR ON YOUR FEET IN CASE… 

Glennis Williams and Dick Kloss at  the Estero River Race 

Good Sports!  Rodney with his friends,  
Deborah Gedeon and Larry Frederick at the Estero 

Stanley Holoquist….not only did well at the Estero Race, but  
Raked in the goodies after the race: just won a Tee shirt here. 



FcpaFEB2010 Page 7 

USCA ANNUAL MEETING JANUARY 8-10, 2010 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

Look ….we get along just fine.                                                 No, really, we do! 

Joan and Harold Theiss at the banquet See, banquets can be fun! Now if I could remember everyone’s 
names—That is Rex Klein to my right...past camaradie chair 

for the USCA and runs the River Ramble. 

And, for the uninitiated, this is what you do when the snow is too soft for snowballs!  
A beautiful snow angel by yours truly! 

Gareth Stevens, USCA Canoe News Editor and John Edwards USCA Executive Director 
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FCPA race registration form 

Event: Boat # Time: 

Paddler#1: M   /   F FCPA Menber ? 

City, State: ���� Yes      ���� No 

Emergency Contact#1: name: phone: 

Paddler#2: M   /   F FCPA Menber ? 

City, State: ���� Yes      ���� No 

Emergency Contact#2: name: phone: 

check boat type max 
length 

check age group  

����  C1 cruiser 18.5' ����  Junior 17 & under check course length 

����  OC1 outrigger any ����  Open 18+ ����   short ����   long 

����  C2 recreational 17.3' ����  Master 40+  

����  C2 cruiser or pro  18.5' ����  Senior 50+ check category 

����  C2 standard 18.5' ����  Veteran 1 60+ ���� women ���� men ���� mixed 

����  K1 ICF 17' ����  Veteran 2 65+ 

����  K2 21.3' ����  Grand Veteran 1 70+ 

����  K1 downriver 14' 9 3/16”  ����  Grand Veteran 2 75+ 

����  Sea Kayak 18' 

����  K1 touring 20' 

����  K1 unlimited any 

����  K1 recreational 16' 

 

 

 
RELEASE: 
I realize that every time I leave shore in a small boat, I am a potential drowning victim. In addition, there is the possibility of 
injury from many things, including unseen obstacles, weather, current, waves, insects and other boaters. Human powered water 
craft require physical effort which can at times, be heavy, including: lifting, pulling and possibly prolonged exertion in adverse 
conditions. 
 
In signing this release, I indicate my understanding of the risks involved with activities involving human powered water craft 
and agree to take full responsibility for my physical condition, actions and safety. 
 
NOW THEREFORE INTENDING TO BE LEGALLY BOUND, I DO H EREBY WAIVE FOR myself, my heirs and 
assigns and for anyone else whomsoever claiming through me, my right to sue or in any other way to attempt to hold 
responsible the F.C.P.A. its officers, any so-called "race organizers " or "co-ordinators" or any of my fellow paddlers, for any 
mishaps to my person or my equipment, other than that which is due to the wilful and malicious action of the individual against 
whom I claim relief. 
 
Signature______________________________________________________________________Date:_________________ 
 
 
Signature______________________________________________________________________Date:_________________ 
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FLORIDA COMPETITION PADDLERS ASSOCIATION 
membership ~ ~ ~ membership renewal ~ ~ ~waiver form 

 
The F.C.P.A. was formed in 1976 to coordinate and promote the sport of canoe and kayak racing in Florida determine State 
Champions in recognized classes. Membership dues (see below) are renewable each year in the month you joined. Members 
receive a monthly newsletter which includes a race schedule, race results and articles written by members, tips on racing, 
member classified ads, etc, as received, borrowed or regenerated by the editor. 
 
NAME:_____________________________________PHONE: (_____)____________________________ 
 
ADDRESS:___________________________________CITY_________________ST:_____ZIP:________ 
 
email:________________________________________________BIRTH DATE______________________ 
 
Circle type of membership:  Individual  $20    Family  $25    Outrigger  $120 (FCPA individual membership incl.) 

                                                                       Business  $25 (incl. business card ad in newsletter min. 4 issues per year)  
NOTE: FCPA membership automatically includes USCA membership (United States Canoe Assoc.)     
 

RENEWALS check here if info is new (i.e. address, e-mail, etc).:_____Are you a USCA member?_____ 
 
Newsletter is via e-mail  (pdf file) unless checked here for regular mail:_________  
 
How did you hear about us? _______________________________________________________________ 
 
(Membership dues are for 12 months. Classified ads are free to members. Business members have ad space at least 4 times 
per year Deadline for items or ads is the 20th of the preceding month.) 
 

NOTE:    Please make check payable to:  FCPA or FCPA OutRigger OutReach  
mail to: KATHY EDWARDS, FCPA Treasurer,            

1929 Arrowhead Drive NE 
St. Pete, Fl. 33703 

727-522-3348         email: KTAE17@aol.com 
 
President:   John Edwards, 1929 Arrowhead Drive NE, St. Pete, FL 33703  (727-522-3348)                   canoechamp@aol.com 
Vice President: Lee Short, 8513 E. Orange, Floral City, FL 34436                                                            janie1962@embarqmail.com 
Editor\Secretary: Glennis Williams, 1725 Georgia Ave. N.E., St. Pete, FL 33703 (727-525-7588)         ggawilliams@juno.com 
 
RELEASE: 
I  realize that every time I leave shore in a small boat, I am a potential drowning victim. In addition, there is the possibility of injury 
from many things, including unseen obstacles, weather, current, waves, insects and other boaters. Human powered water craft 
require physical effort which can at times, be heavy, including: lifting, pulling and possibly prolonged exertion in adverse conditions. 
 
In signing this release, I indicate my understanding of the risks involved with activities involving human powered water craft and 
agree to take full responsibility for my physical condition, actions and safety. 
 
NOW THEREFORE INTENDING TO BE LEGALLY BOUND, I DO H EREBY WAIVE FOR  myself, 
my heirs and assigns and for anyone else whomsoever claiming through me, my right to sue or in any other way to attempt to hold 
responsible  the F.C.P.A. its officers, any so-called "race organizers " or "co-ordinators" or any of my fellow paddlers, for any 
mishaps to my person or my equipment, other than that which is due to the wilful and malicious action of the individual against 
whom I claim relief. 
 
Signature_______________________________________________________________________Date:_____________________                      
 
________________________________________________________________________________Date:_____________________ 
Signature of  of  parent or guardian (for persons under 18 years of age)                                                                               Jul/09 



Florida Competition Paddlers 
1725 Georgia Ave. N.E. 
St Petersburg  FL  33703 

STUFF YA MIGHT WANT!! 

Ads are printed for the convenience of our 
members  

and in no way are endorsed or warranted by the 
FCPA or the Editor.  

Ads appear for 3 consecutive months. Contact 
the Editor if you wish to continue the ad. 

FOR SALE:  Surfski Fenn Mako XT Glass 36 lbs, dry well & 
bungee cord rigging, 19 ft, adjustable foot rests, extra short 
rudder for shallow water incl., Good condition $600 Contact 
Peter at noireichen@comcast.net or 941-351-7876             11/09                

FOR SALE  
Novus Composite Expedition , 19' fiberglass sea kayak, used, 
good shape, accessories included. $1200 obo.  
AND 
Heritage Featherlight 12' rotomold kayak. Accessories 
included. $400 obo. Email Bob for info and pictures.  
AND 
Fenn Mako6 fiberglass surfski , $900 obo, fair shape, 
scratches and added foam padding for fit.  
 

Contact Bob for more info & pictures on any of the above.  
            reedrj@emailaccount.com                                  12/09 

FOR SALE :  
Diller Carbon USCA Cruiser C-2, good condition (needs some 
work on back seat front brackets) $1250.  
John Edwards 727-459-6366  canoechamp@aol.com         10/09 

FOR SALE: SpeedStroke in perfect condition. It can be tested for 
someone “really” interested and/or pics available upon request –rollers 
and rope are new. Thus, you might have many years of future perfect 
working condition Located in the Atlanta area but could be delivered 
at some of the North FL races).Contact:  javiercomelli@hotmail.com  
or  561-376-0037.                                                                    02/10 

FOR SALE:  Synergy SurfSki by 
Custom Kayaks.  21'x17.5"  42 lbs.  Yes it's heavy but strong, 
stable &fast.  Mint condition.  $1200 OBO.   Call or E-mail 
James Bryan : 561-350-3950  bryanjava@bellsouth.net  02/10 

FOR SALE:  Think Evo Surf Ski, 27lbs. in kevlar, adjustable 
foot rest, 20'X6''X19'', with cover.  Like new condition. Cost 
$3500 new: Sell for $2400 . Can e-mail pictures.         
   Kayakergreg@bellsouth.net                           2/10 


